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Establishing local 
partnerships for 
live projects

BA Interior and Spatial DesignLecturer in 
Construction Technology,
Live Build and 
Making Projects
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ontext
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LIVE PROJECT – What is it?

“A live project comprises the negotiation of a brief, 
timescale, budget and product between an 
educational organisation and an external 
collaborator for their mutual benefit. The project 
must be structured to ensure that students gain 
learning that is relevant to their educational 
development.”

Anderson, J. & Priest, C., (2012). Developing a Live Projects Network and Flexible Methodology for live 
projects. Paper presented at the Live Projects Pedagogy International Symposium 2012, Oxford Brookes 
University, May 2012.
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Establishing local 
partnerships for live 
projects

BA Interior and Spatial DesignLecturer in 
Construction Technology,
Live Build and 
Making Projects

C
ontext

Creating a curriculum to enhance technical skills

1.
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Creating a curriculum to enhance technical skills

Establishing local 
partnerships for live 
projects

Co-design and build the degree show

BA Interior and Spatial DesignLecturer in 
Construction Technology,
Live Build and 
Making Projects

C
ontext

1.

2.3.
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Live Projects

MATT + FIONA –
Working with young 
people on Live 
Projects

Wood Program –
Advanced Timber 
Construction

C
ontext

Lecturer in
Construction 
Technology,
Live Build and
Making 
Projects



C
ontext

Q
uestion

M
ethodology

O
utcom

es
References

ARP -> PAR_WASTE NOT, WANT NOT

Research Question?COLLABORATION

MATERIAL 
SUSTAINABILITY

LIVE PROJECTS
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COLLABORATION

MATERIAL 
SUSTAINABILITY

LIVE BUILD

WASTE NOT, WANT NOT :

How can we champion material 
circularity, reduce waste, and encourage 

the responsible use of materials within our 

ISD studio community?

Research Question:

Q
uestion
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Why is it relevant?
- Our Course
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Why is it relevant?
- UAL

'Recirculating materials and 
minimising waste is embedded 
across our operations and within 
our teaching and learning.'

UAL Climate Action Plan: Change the way we operate: Waste, recycling and sustainable food
https://www.arts.ac.uk/about-ual/climate-action-plan/change-the-way-we-operate
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Why is it relevant?
- Wider discussions

‘The everyday is in fact a site 
of constant renegotiation, and 
thus resistance and transformation
….it is here, in daily life that 
societies are (re)produced and 
therefore must be the starting 
point for action.’

The Great Repair, Exhibition, Akademie der Künste, Berlin
https://www.adk.de/en/programme/index.htm?we_objectID=65647
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Why is it relevant?
- My Teaching

‘‘Learning by doing is the process whereby 
people make sense of their experiences, 
especially those experiences in which they 
actively engage in making things and exploring 
the world. It is both a conceptual designation 
applied to a wide variety of learning situations (in 
fact, as some would argue, to all learning), and a 
pedagogical approach in which teachers seek to 
engage learners in more hands-on, creative 
modes of learning.’

Seel, N.M. (2012) Encyclopedia of the Sciences of Learning. Berlin: Springer.
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WASTE NOT, WANT NOT :
How can we champion material 
circularity, reduce waste, and 
encourage the responsible use of 
materials within our studio 
community?

Research Question: ARP Methodology:

Involving students in the process

They are studio users

Co-ownership / sense of belonging
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ARP -> PAR
Action Research Project -> Participatory Action Research
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Wadsworth, Y. (1998) What is Participatory Action Research? Action Research International, 
Paper 2. Available on-line: http://www.aral.com.au/ari/p-ywadsworth98.html

PAR :

Participation
Participation and Cooperation vs. Competition

Equality
Mutual respect among participants, all 
contributions valued equally

Co-Production
Research is produced collaboratively
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How am I implementing it?
Roles and Participation

Topic Methodology Data Collection Evaluation

Me (Primary Researcher)

Students (Co-Researchers)

Proposal
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McIntyre, A. Participatory Action Research (Sage, 2007).

PAR Methodology:

• Workshops x 3

• Focus Group

• Participant Observations

• Surveys

‘PAR does not follow a set research 
design or particular methodology, but 
constitutes a strategic rallying point for 
collaborative, impactful, contextually 
situated and inclusive efforts to 
document, interpret and address 
complex systemic problems.’
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Methodology: WORKSHOPS

MATT+FIONA_ Live Project Methodology
https://mattandfiona.org/

PAR Methodology:

MATT+FIONA Methodology:
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Methodology: WORKSHOPS

Collect
Categorize
Observe

Propose
Design

Make
Test

Workshop 1 
[BRIEF]

Workshop 2 
[DESIGN]

Workshop 3
[BUILD]
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Methodology: FOCUS GROUP
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Methodology: FOCUS GROUP
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WORKSHOP 1 : COLLECT / CATEGORIZE / OBSERVE

Data Collection
• Participants were asked to go around the 

studio and bring back a found material.
• If we had any repeats – go and select 

again.
• [Discussion] Are there any materials we 

think are missing from our selection of 
materials which represent materials 
commonly used in the studio?

• Go and select missing materials.
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DATA SET: Materials collected from the studio

Clay Wood Jute String Paper Plastic

Nylon Rope Fabric Foam Wire PLA

WORKSHOP 1 : COLLECT / CATEGORIZE / OBSERVE

Perspex
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WORKSHOP 1 : COLLECT / CATEGORIZE / OBSERVE

Research
• Each person took one of the materials and 

researched how it was produced.
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WORKSHOP 1 : COLLECT / CATEGORIZE / OBSERVE
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WORKSHOP 1 : COLLECT / CATEGORIZE / OBSERVE
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Materials which can be re-used in the studio

Clay Wood Jute String Perspex Plastic

Nylon Rope Fabric Foam Wire PLA

WORKSHOP 1 : COLLECT / CATEGORIZE / OBSERVE

Waste

Paper
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'the significance of circles across world 
cultures and how they promote a sense 
of safety, equality, friendship....They 
dissolve power dynamics, the moment 
you put people in a circle, something 
feels different about that experience.'

Talisma, Ivy; Muchenje, Fungisai (2022). Participatory data gathering 
and co-analysing data with participants using thematic analysis. 
University of Manchester. Presentation. 
https://doi.org/10.48420/21065971.v1

Me (Primary Researcher)

Students (Co-Researchers)

Workshop 1 – Spatial Arrangement

Workshop 2 – Spatial Arrangement

KEY
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WORKSHOP 2 : PROPOSE / DESIGN
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WORKSHOP 2 : PROPOSE / DESIGN
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Commonly recycled plastics Less commonly recycled plastics

WORKSHOP 2 : PROPOSE / DESIGN
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WORKSHOP 2 : PROPOSE / DESIGN
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WORKSHOP 2 : REFLECT / RESEARCH / PROPOSE
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WORKSHOP 3 : MAKE / TEST
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WORKSHOP 3 : MAKE / TEST
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WORKSHOP 3 : MAKE / TEST



C
ontext

Q
uestion

M
ethodology

O
utcom

es
References

ARP -> PAR_WASTE NOT, WANT NOT

WORKSHOP 3 : MAKE / TEST
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WORKSHOP 3 : MAKE / TEST



C
ontext

Q
uestion

M
ethodology

O
utcom

es
References

ARP -> PAR_WASTE NOT, WANT NOT

WORKSHOP 3 : MAKE / TEST

Dustpan + Brush Desk Brush Bin



C
ontext

Q
uestion

M
ethodology

O
utcom

es
References

ARP -> PAR_WASTE NOT, WANT NOT

WORKSHOP 3 : MAKE / TEST

Brush Cleaner Scrubbing Brush Dish Sponges
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Methodology: SURVEYS

Questions

What is your 
understanding of 
Participatory Action 
Research?

What made you want to 
take part in the WNWN 
research project?

In your opinion, what 
were the most significant 
findings from the 
research?

Do you have any key 
reflections from the 
research process, 
outcomes and/or 
workshops?

Do you think the 
research was 
relevant or impactful 
for you as an 
individual?

Do you think the 
research was 
relevant or impactful 
for the studio 
community?

Would you be 
interested in 
continuing this 
group 
research?

If yes, in what 
format can you 
imagine this 
happening? How 
frequently would 
you want to 
meet?

Response A

To understand more about 
the amount of waste 
produced by students in the 
studio and different 
classification of wastes and 
how they can be recycled.

The process of reusing 
different types of 
materials

Yes Yes to some extent, 
as it allows students 
to recreate/ 
construct from their 
own waste.

Yes Working in a 
bigger scale and 
more 
architecture 
related. Every 
two weeks

Response B

Proceeding with 
research that requires 
hands on 
experimentations and 
discussions of an 
issue, identifying 
possible solutions as 
a group

I thought it was an 
interesting form of 
researching about a present 
issue in the design world 
and as designers I think its 
great to experience different 
approaches

I think the research 
was a great 
experience of diving 
into detail of an issue, 
but I don't think it 
was relevant to me as 
an individual the 
more I participated

Not so impactful as 
a lot of people in the 
studio are not aware 
of the research and 
outcomes

No

Response C

Volunteering to carry 
out a project that 
eventually lead to an 
outcome that would 
improve a situation.

My interest in sustainable 
design goes hand in hand 
with the concept of zero 
waste.

The amount of plastic 
types that don’t 
necessarily get to be 
recycled. Also the 
majority of waste a studio 
creates is plastic that 
can’t be recycled.

Not many except that 
the group work was 
very easy and we 
worked well in 
brainstorming.

It definitely helped 
my understanding of 
immediate materials 
that can be reused in 
an efficient way.

Yes Maybe twice a 
month to figure 
ways to make the 
sort of products 
available all of 
the UAL 
campuses or 
making the other 
ideas discussed
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PAR Methodology:
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ARP -> PAR -> Community of Practice
Action Research Project -> Participatory Action Research -> Community of Practice

'Communities of practice are groups 
of people who share a concern or a 
passion for something they do and 
learn how to do it better as they 
interact regularly.'

“Communities of Practice - Human Resources” -
www.ohr.wisc.edu/cop/articles/communities_practice_intro_wenger.pdf.
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Participatory Action Research: Towards A More Fruitful Knowledge 
by Tom Wakeford and Javier Sanchez Rodriguez
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